Concerning Guide Dogs and Cagdu’s roll

Ken Volonte


For about ten years and more, the California Association of Guide Dog Users have taken a conciliatory attitude with regard to guide dog schools.  All negative talk has been discouraged.  The result of this has been to make Cagdu a rather toothless division of the NFB.  I’d like a more adversarial relationship to be considered.


What is prompting this?  There is one guide dog school in particular which has taken to threatening students rather unpleasantly.  A friend’s dog died of cancer.  She wanted to know if any of the dog’s sisters had this malady and asked for health notes on these dogs.  The school’s response: “We don’t ever foresee providing a dog that meets your satisfaction on our campus ever”.  Keep in mind that her dog had just died.  Now Mary wasn’t trying to cause trouble.  She was trying to alert the breeding program that there might be a problem with the stock.  
We all form a certain bond with our schools, but when they mess up by being patronizing, obfuscatory or heavy handed, then it is up to us as an organization to call them out on their behavior.  It is up to us as members of the National Federation of the Blind of California to be a necessary corrective.  

