Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee

COMMITTEE BILL:  PROPOSED LEGISLATION
Note:  Submit the completed form to the Committee electronically by email and as a hardcopy by mail.  Attach additional information or documentation as necessary.
REQUESTOR & CONTACT INFORMATION:  
State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind
Contact: Antonette Sorrick, Executive Officer

(916) 574-7825 direct

(916) 919-4681 cellular

Antonette.Sorrick@dca.ca.gov 
DATE SUBMITTED:  10/31/12
SUMMARY:  The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind (Board) is scheduled for sunset review 2013-14. The Board would like to amend the following sections:

7206.  The board shall hold regular meetings at least once a year at which an examination of applicants for certificates of registration shall be given. Special meetings shall be held upon request of a majority of the members of the board or upon the call of the president.

7210.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, offer for sale, give, hire or furnish under any other arrangement, any guide dog or seeing-eye dog or to engage in the business or occupation of training any such dog unless he holds a valid and unimpaired license issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

IDENTIFICATION OF PROBLEM:  In 2005, the Board adopted an Occupational Analysis. This analysis recommended the guide dog instructor exam no longer be administered by the Board, but instead, administered by a panel of subject matter experts to be legally defensible. Additionally, 7210 refers to guide dogs or seeing-eye dogs. As “seeing-eye dogs” refer to a specific type of dog from a particular guide dog school, reference to the term should be eliminated.
PROPOSED SOLUTION:  
7206: Delete “The board shall hold regular meetings at least once a year at which an examination of applicants for certificates of registration shall be given.”

7210: Delete “or seeing-eye dog” from section.

Amend Business and Professions Code section 7210 to read (with strikethrough):

PROGRAM BACKGROUND & LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This Board was established effective January 1, 1948 for the specific purpose of training blind persons as dog handlers.  A secondary purpose was to assure that donors to guide dog charities might be certain that their donations would be utilized for the intended purpose. California is the only State that has such a regulatory program.  

The Board developed licensing examinations for guide dog instructors, and criteria for use in determining whether guide dog school license applicants possess the requisite resources and special capacities important to providing guide dogs to blind persons.
JUSTIFICATION:  As it is currently written, 7206 flies in the face of the Occupational Analysis (OA) adopted by the Board in 2005. The Board Members are not expected to administer guide dog instructor examinations. The statute needs to reflect the current OA. Additionally, Senate Bill 944 (Senate Business Professions and Economic Development Committee, Chapter 432, Statutes of 2011) was enrolled on September 12, 2011, and chaptered on October 2, 2011. This bill amended section 7215 which referenced “seeing-eye dogs.” Likewise, the proposed amendment to 7210 would make consistent the elimination of said terminology from the Act.
ARGUMENTS PRO & CON:  
Pro: The OA supports elimination of any requirement that Board Members administer examinations to guide dog instructors. The term “seeing-eye” is a trademarked brand of the Seeing Eye school in New Jersey.

Con: None.
PROBABLE SUPPORT & OPPOSITION:  
Support: State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc., Guide Dogs of America, Guide Dogs of the Desert

Opposition: None.
FISCAL IMPACT:  None
ECONOMIC IMPACT:  None
FINDINGS FROM OTHER STATES:  N/A
PROPOSED TEXT (use underline & strikeout):  

Amend Business and Professions Code section 7206 to read (with strikethrough):

7206.  The board shall hold regular meetings at least once a year at which an examination of applicants for certificates of registration shall be given. Special meetings shall be held upon request of a majority of the members of the board or upon the call of the president.
7210.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, offer for sale, give, hire or furnish under any other arrangement, any guide dog or seeing-eye dog or to engage in the business or occupation of training any such dog unless he holds a valid and unimpaired license issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

