Minutes Feb. Cagdu meeting


The meeting was called to order at 6:35:pm. It occurred on Feb. 12, 2012.  Present were:  Shannon Dillon, President, Tina Thomas, Vice President, Roger Oberholtzer, Robert Stigile, Treasuror, Mike Hingson, board member, Ken Volonte, acting secretary, and Cody, a new prospective member.  Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.  There was no Treasurer’s report given.  


Also present at this meeting were Antoinette Sorrik and Eric Holm representing the California state Guide Dog Board.  There is still a perceived problem between out of state guide dog schools and the board.  This concerns the ability for out of state schools to provide follow up instruction to students in their homes.  We talked of this for more than an hour. It is the board’s view that all instructors providing follow up training in California need to be licensed within the state. Therefore, students who received their dogs from schools outside the state would be put at a disadvantage.  With Mr. Holm’s being interrupted, the tangential analogies, the beeping so that Mr. Holm could not speak contradicts the traditions of this federation.  Even when we have disagreed with guests, we have always been polite, if somewhat frosty. This problem could be fixed by adding a sentence to the business and professions code to the effect that none of these standards should be used to prevent any guide dog school from providing follow up work to their graduates who live in California.      


The other item of business had to do with whether to buy Ghirardelli chocolate bars to raise funds for Cagdu.  Robert made a motion to table this until we had more information from Lisa-Maria Martinez about pricing, contact information, etc.  Tina and Mike seconded the motion.  


Meeting adjourned at 7:50.

Respectfully Submitted,
Ken Volonte, Mar. 11, 2012

