CAGDU Seminar Report
Ken Volonte

Many people didn’t have a chance to attend the CAGDU seminar which was held on Oct. 13, so I thought a little report would be in order.

The seminar began with Emily Simone, Senior Field Representative from Guide Dogs for the Blind who talked about

The importance of Oand M skills before getting a guide dog.  I can certainly attest to the fact that there has been a marked change at GDB.  Canes are no longer relegated to the closet at home when you go to guide dog school.  Back to the topic; orientation skills are important because you have to know where you are, how to plan in advance the safest way to get where you’re going and to generally approach traveling with a guide dog with confidence that you can get anywhere you choose.  She discussed that traveling with a guide dog is far different from traveling with a cane.  The cane is more tactile.  With a guide dog, you have to use other techniques for figuring out where you are: for example: number of blocks you’ve walked, distance to your destination, smells and sounds of the neighborhood you are walking through, etc.  GPS devices can help with this a great deal, but you shouldn’t rely on these just as you shouldn’t rely on your guide to know where you’re going.  

Along with this discussion has come an understanding of mobility instructors as to the differences between cane travel and dog travel.  It’s more of a collegial relationship than in the past.

Next came a discussion of what to do in the event that you and your guide dog are attacked.  Emily explained that it’s like a dance.  All dogs will have an interest in each other as they are pack animals.  If you are approached by another dog who Is curious to know about your dog, you should just keep moving.  If you stop, your guide might be more likely to want to either play with the neighborhood dog or to protect you.  In ether case, it could spell trouble ahead.  

The most important message to us was that most guide dogs don’t develop a generalized fear of situations involving other dogs even when they’ve been attacked.  

If you are attacked, call 911 and say, “I am a blind person. My guide dog and I have been attacked.  Send the police right away.  I’m stranded and need help.”  Of course, you may not be stranded.  You may not have been attacked, but your guide has been.  This way of reporting gets the attention of the dispatcher and will bring help more quickly.

Michael Moore then discussed changes to the ADA’s definition of Service animals.  They must be in control, have been trained to perform a specific task such as helping with balance, guiding, alarming for seizures, etc.  By definition the only animals that can be considered are dogs and miniature horses.  This last doesn’t make sense to me, but I’m just reporting the news here.  Comfort dogs are no longer defined as service dogs because they are not necessarily trained to do a specific task.  
Greg Magee, general manager of the Hilton Newark talked about the Hilton’s pet friendly policy.  The Newark Hilton has 6 “pet friendly rooms” overlooking the pool area and with ready access to grass where your pet can take care of business.  This policy, this willingness to accommodate pets has made the staff more sensitive to the needs of people and their pets.  

Next Emily Michael and Jane, the western representative for Leader Dogs talked about their various programs all of which have been streamlined so as to better accommodate the needs of the modern busy blind person.

Finally Tina said a few words about NAGDU’s hot line.  This line can give advise about the ADA and disability laws in any state.  They do not give training advise, but function as a kind of clearing house for the various laws across the country.  All in all, it was a fine seminar, and we hope to do this as an annual part of our state convention.    

