June 23, 2010


State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind

Legislative Committee Update

AB 1659 (Huber) – State Government: Agency Repeals

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery 
This bill would create the Joint Sunset Review Committee to identify and eliminate waste, duplication, and inefficiency in government agencies and to conduct a comprehensive analysis of every "eligible agency," as defined, to determine if the agency is still necessary and cost effective. The bill would define an "eligible agency" as an entity of state government, however denominated, for which a date for repeal has been established by statute on or after January 1, 2011. The bill would require each eligible agency scheduled for repeal to submit a report to the committee containing specified information. The bill would require the committee to take public testimony and evaluate the eligible agency prior to the date the agency is scheduled to be repealed, and would require that an eligible agency be eliminated unless the Legislature enacts a law to extend, consolidate, or reorganize the agency. The bill would specify the composition of the committee, which would be appointed by the President pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the Assembly, and certain aspects of its operating procedure.

Update: Passed out of Senate Business Professions and Economic Development Committee on June 21, 2010.  Referred to the Senate Rules Committee.
Contact: John Perry (DCA)

Board Position: None.  Staff Recommendation: Watch.

AB 1787 (Swanson) – Regulatory Amendments to be Written in Accessible Format

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery 

Update: No longer an active bill.

Contact: Frank Welte (CCB)

Board Position: None

AB 2130 (Huber) – Professions and Vocations: Sunset Review

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery 
This bill would abolish the Joint Committee on Boards, Commissions, and Consumer Protection. The bill would instead make specified boards and regulatory programs subject to review by the Joint Sunset Review Committee. The bill would provide that its provisions would not become operative unless Assembly Bill 1659 of the 2009-10 Regular Session is enacted and establishes the Joint Sunset Review Committee.

Update: Will be heard in Senate Business Professions and Economic Development Committee on June 28, 2010.

Contact: John Perry (DCA)

Board Position: None.  Staff Recommendation: Watch.

SB 250 (Florez) – Mandatory spay/neuter 
http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_250&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 

Update: Letter below legislative update.
Contact: Che Salinas (Sen. Florez’ Capitol Office)

Board Position: Oppose Unless Amended

SB 389 (Negrete McLeod) – Retroactive Fingerprint Submission

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_389&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 
Update: Amended on 6/1/10.  Was scheduled to be heard in Assembly Public Safety Committee on June 22, 2010 – postponed until a later date.
Board Position: Watch

SB 887 (Hollingsworth) – Office of the Chief Inspector General

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_887&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 

Update: Failed passage in Committee and placed on Inactive file.

Board Position: None.
SB 1171 (Negrete McLeod) – Regulatory Boards Operations

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_1171&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 
Update: Referred to Senate Rules Committee on April 5, 2010.  Language inserted into SB 294 (Negrete McLeod) – Department of Consumer Affairs: Regulatory Boards.  To be heard in Assembly Business, Professions and Consumer Protection Committee on June 22, 2010.  Bill would amend sunset review from July 1, 2011 with a repeal date of January 1, 2012 to review on January 1, 2012 with a repeal date of January 1, 2012.  http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_294&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 
Board Position: None.
SB 1491 (Senate Business Professions and Economic Development Committee) – In-Home Training

http://info.sen.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_1491&sess=CUR&house=B&site=sen 
Update: Amended on June 16, 2010 (no changes to the Board’s section on in-home training).  To be heard in Assembly Business, Professions and Consumer Protection Committee on June 29, 2010.
Board Position: Support of Language.  Legislative Committee Position: Support. 
H.R. 734 (Rep. Towns) – Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act 
http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d111:7:./temp/~bd6etE::|/bss/| 
Update: An omnibus bill captured the request for a study to be conducted by the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration would in two phases accomplish the following:

1) Whether hybrid vehicles were quieter than other cars.

2) What the minimum sound requirement should be.

Motor Vehicle Safety Act was amended to included issues addressed in H.R. 734.  The Act passed out of the Energy Committee and will be called to the floor for a vote by leadership.  Link to amendment http://energycommerce.house.gov/documents/20100526/HR5381.Amendment.Stearns.pdf 
Amendment supported by American Council of the Blind, National Federation of the Blind, national and international manufacturers.
Contact: Emily Khoury (Rep. Town’s D.C. Office)

Board Position: Support
H.R. 3266 (Rep. Klein) – Wounded Warrior K-9 Corp. 
http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d111:10:./temp/~bdWop1::|/bss/| 
Update: Congressman was able to get some of the language into another bill.  Currently, Rep. Klein is seeking $5 million to fund service dogs and for the Veteran Affairs Administration to supply a representative sample of veterans to conduct the feasibility study on prescribing service dogs to veterans.  The study is eligible for veterans that have physical/mental disabilities.  Veterans with hearing or vision impairments are not included in the study.  If H.R. 3266 continues in the process, guide dog schools would have access to grant funds for providing guide dogs to veterans.  
Contact: Mira Kogen Resnick (Rep. Klein’s D.C. Office)

Board position: Support
H.R. 4378 (Rep. Kissell) – To Amend the ADA to require same access to certified trainers of service animals as is afforded to individuals with disabilities 

http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d111:10:./temp/~bdSajA::|/bss/| 
Update:  The bill’s purpose is to resolve ambiguities between states regarding access rights for trainers of service animals.  There is no bill sponsor.
Contact: Zach Pfister (Rep. Kissell’s D.C. Office)

Board position: Watch
April 27, 2010
The Honorable Dean Florez
California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 313
Sacramento, California 95814

RE:  SB 250 

Dear Senator Florez:

The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind sent a letter of Oppose Unless Amended for SB 250 on May 7, 2009.  An excerpt from the letter is provided below:

“The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind opposes SB 250 unless it exempts from its provisions guide dogs in training and breeder stock from licensed guide dog schools. Guide dog schools currently pay for dog licenses and should not have to pay an additional fee for unaltered dogs for their breeding stock to produce guide dogs for the visually impaired.”
On August 31, 2009, amendments were made that did address an exemption for any “owner or trainer of guide dogs.”  It has come to our attention, however, that some of our stakeholders remain concerned that guide dog breeders are not also exempt from the licensing requirement.  At their request, we have written to your office to consider adding said language to the bill upon its re-introduction this legislative session.    

Thank you for your consideration.  Should you have any questions regarding this issue, please feel free to contact me at (916) 574-7825.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Thomas B. Scott
Thomas B. Scott
Chair, Legislative Committee
State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind

1625 N. Market Blvd., S-202

Sacramento, CA 95834

(916) 574-7825 phone

(916) 574-7829 fax

guidedogboard@dca.ca.gov 

www.guidedogboard.ca.gov 
cc:
Board Members


Frank Welte, Governmental Affairs, California Council of the Blind


Mary Willows, President, National Federation of the Blind


Mary Beth Randall, Guide Dog Users California 


Shannon Dillon, California Association of Guide Dog Users


Laurie Mehta, Guide Dog Users Incorporated


Nancy Gardner, CEO, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc.


Dale Hartford, President, Guide Dogs of America


Roccie Hill, President, Guide Dogs of the Desert
Kim Kirchmeyer, Deputy Director, Board and Bureau Relations, Department of Consumer Affairs

John Perry, Legislative Analyst, Department of Consumer Affairs
