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August 2, 2010
The Honorable Mayor Gavin Newsom
City Hall, Room 200

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102 
RE: Oppose - Elimination of Vicious and Dangerous Dogs Unit

Dear Mayor Newsom:

The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind (Board) is writing in opposition to the proposed elimination of the Vicious and Dangerous Dogs Unit (Unit) within the San Francisco Police Department.  We believe that San Francisco has served as a model for other jurisdictions by having such a unit in its organization.  Many times with the Board’s constituency, the necessity for law enforcement involvement stems from violations of the penal code regarding dog attacks on guide dogs.  A dog attack on guide dogs is a vital issue in the guide dog user community.  The emotional and physical results of an attack are devastating, and can result in the death of a guide dog or force the $60,000 guide dog into early retirement.  Referring these crimes to animal care & control sends the wrong message and improperly defers criminal enforcement to an inappropriate agency.  
To date, the Board has successfully partnered with the Unit to hold a press conference regarding dog attacks on guide dogs.  This is such an important issue, the more outreach and education, the better.  In fact, the video of this press conference which is available online at www.guidedogboard.ca.gov has been viewed by local and national media organizations as well as being sent to cadets at the California Highway Patrol.  Looking ahead, the Board plans to collaborate with the Unit and the California Veterinary Medical Association to produce a tip sheet for voluntary use at veterinarian offices addressing how to deal with dog attacks on guide dogs.  
Our Board, along with our consumers and guide dog schools celebrate the following successes of the Unit:
Unit Accomplishments

1. Operations open 24 hours a day, seven days a week for issuance of seizure orders.

2. Investigated 281 incidents and handled 137 cases referred to the Vicious and Dangerous Dog hearing.  Additionally, over 100 dogs deemed vicious/dangerous.  Eight dogs were euthanized as a result of the hearing process.
3. In 2009, responded to approximately 380 serious dog bites, roughly 700 non-serious bites.  
4. Educated public on importance of responsible dog ownership - with special focus on the person being responsible and accountable. This objective was accomplished through the print, radio and television media. 
5. Created a forum where the public could voice concerns on any dog owner posing a threat to public safety.
6. Refined the Vicious and Dangerous Dog Hearing process to a model that has been copied in many parts of the country.
7. Resolved community disputes regarding dangerous dogs thereby promoting responsible dog ownership.  Authored new laws including "Bite and Run (S.F. Health Code #39) a model for state law the following year. The Bite and Run law enabled the Unit to investigate incidents where a dog attacked, sometimes causing severe injury or death to another dog, and or injury to a person.  If suspect left the scene, without disclosing who he or she was and with no rabies information on the dog. (e.g. child playing in front of house - dog bites child, owner runs away with dog - parents frantic put child through painful rabies shots. This law enabled the unit to look for the offending dog and person.  
8. Worked with many local, state and federal task forces, law enforcement, community, and special interest groups. 

Guide Dog Specific:
1. Created national model for police and animal control response to guide dog attacks –     treating dog attacks on guide dogs as a serious crime, mandatory seizure of dog, and police report filed.

2. Consultant for other law enforcement agencies on handling of guide dog cases. 

3. Implemented general policies and procedures to make it safe for guide dog teams.

4. Responded to and resolved guide dog access disputes.

5. Established proper protocol for guide dog issues. This is a Police, NOT an animal control issue.

The reinstatement of this Unit and its officers is essential to the public safety and requires immediate rectification for the reasons stated above.  We strongly urge your support.  Thank you.
Sincerely,
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JEFF NEIDICH 

Board President, State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind 

1625 N. Market Blvd., S-202 

Sacramento, CA 95834 

(916) 574-7825 direct 

(916) 574-7829 fax 

(866) 512-9103 toll free for in-state calls 

guidedogboard@dca.ca.gov 
www.guidedogboard.ca.gov 
cc: Chief George Gascón, San Francisco Police Department
Jim Hammer, President, San Francisco Police Department Commission

Susan Meisner, Mayor’s Office on Disabilities, San Francisco

Theresa Sparx, San Francisco Human Rights Commission  
Board Members

Frank Welte, Governmental Affairs, California Council of the Blind

Mary Beth Randall, President, Guide Dog Users of California

Mary Willows, President, National Federation of the Blind, California

Shannon Dillon, President, California Association of Guide Dog Users

Laurie Mehta, Governmental Affairs, Guide Dog Users Incorporated

Morgan Watkins, Acting President and CEO, Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc.

Dale Hartford, President, Guide Dogs of America

Roccie Hill, President, Guide Dogs of the Desert

Kim Kirchmeyer, Deputy Director, Board and Bureau Relations, Department of Consumer Affairs

The Board has exclusive authority in California to issue licenses for the instruction of blind persons in the use of guide dogs and for the training of guide dogs for use by blind persons. The Board also has exclusive authority in California to issue licenses to operate schools for the training of guide dogs for the blind, and the instruction of blind persons in the use of guide dogs (Business and Professions Code Section 7200.5).
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