Thursday, May 20, 2010 

State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind 

1625 North Market Blvd. 

Sacramento Ca 95843 

Dear Taskforce: 

On behalf of the Legislative Committee of Guide Dog Users, Inc., this is to furnish our comments.  

Trainers constitute an important part of the continuum of the process to transform a dog into a guide dog.  As such, we hope that our comments will acknowledge the important contributions of trainers, on the one hand, while improving the training process overall. 

Proposal: 
The formative training of dogs that would become class ready and eligible guide dogs should clearly experience training conditions representative of that for which they are intended.  

In that trainers play a role in the formative training of the dogs, it is critical that the experience of partnership with a visually impaired or blind person be simulated by trainers for the dogs.  We thusly recommend that the administrative regulations receive amendment to reflect, before a dog is approved for class with the end handler: the dog must be evaluated and tested by a licensed or apprentice trainer under blindfold, or by a blind, licensed or apprentice trainer. 

Justification: 
1.  The California guide dog schools, including Guide Dogs for the Blind, already have a best practice of having their trainers evaluate, instruct, or test dogs under blindfold.  As such, this proposes an amendment to the administrative regulations, and such proposal constitutes an accretion on best practices.  Additionally, this amendment arguably comports with the spirit of the forth-coming 2010 regulatory updates to Titles II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  

2.  Specifying this training requirement in the regulations would insure that this current practice will remain in effect into the future.  

