

SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON BETWEEN STATE BOARD OF GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND REGULATION, INTERNATIONAL GUIDE DOG FEDERATION GUIDE DOG TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND, INC. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, AND THOSE VOTED ON AT THE 8/31/09 PRACTICE TASK FORCE MEETING.



	State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind – 16 CCR Section 2282.1
	International Guide Dog Federation
	Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc.
	Practice Task Force Recommendation 8/31/09

	(c) Obey commands
	Conscientious obeying of obedience commands
· Commands such as sit, heel, sit, down, stay, etc.
· The dog must demonstrate its competency in recognizing and responding to specific search and find commands 
	Responds appropriately to basic directional guidework cues (e.g. “Forward,” “Halt,” “Right” “Left,” “Hop Up,” “Curb”) an generalizes these cues to new situations.  

Confidently refuses physical and verbal directional cues that are either impossible to complete or would place the handler in imminent danger (intelligent disobedience)
 
Responds appropriately to basic obedience/management cues.
	Amend (c) to read:

Obey obedience commands including but not limited to sit, heel, down, stay, and come.

	(c) Obey commands
	Recall
· The dog must return immediately and make physical contact with its handler in response to hearing its name together with the command “come”

	No equivalent section.
	No recommendation.

	No equivalent section.
	Tension/Speed Control
· A guide dog in harness must be relaxed at walk without excessive pulling bending its back or crabbing.  It must concentrate naturally on the route ahead.
· The dog must work at a consistent steady pace, providing safe, effective and fluent movement appropriate to its handler and travel conditions.
· Prior to allocation a Senior Guide Dog Mobility Instructor must test each dog’s work.
· Each dog must be worked during its last 6 weeks of training with the handler blindfolded.
	Walks in front of the handler, exerting chest pressure into the harness sufficient for a client to effectively follow the dog’s movement.
	Add:

Work at a consistent steady pace, providing safe, effective and fluid movement appropriate to its handler and travel conditions.

A guide dog in harness must be relaxed without excessive pulling, bending its back, or crabbing.  It must concentrate naturally on the route ahead.

Prior to allocation a licensed guide dog instructor must test each dog’s work.

	(b)  Stop at curbs, doors, stairs, sharp descents or rises, or other obstacles.

(e) Clear all obstacles and persons. 


	Obstacles
· These must be avoided in such a way that there is sufficient clearance for a handler to continue on his/her way safely. 
· If an obstacle obstructs the whole pavement, the dog must avoid the obstruction and at the same time indicate the need for the handler to return onto the pavement at the first opportunity. The dog must also avoid higher-level obstacles that jeopardize the handler’s head or upper body. 



	Stops or pauses at notable changes of elevation in walking surfaces.

Moves the handler away from obstacles, or stops when there is not sufficient room for clearance.
	No recommendation.

	(a) Stop at the end of each block.

(b) Stop at curbs, doors, stairs, sharp descents or rises, or other obstacles.

(d) Cross streets or alleys straight to the other side.
	Pavement/Sidewalk
· The dog must maintain a central position wherever possible and indicate the presence of the pavement/sidewalk by sitting or standing as close to the edge as practicable, thereby assisting the handler to step down into or out of the road safely. 
· The dog must also locate the correct places to cross the road. 

	Acknowledges the beginning and end of a block, regardless of curb type.

Able to work sidewalkless and rounded corner areas and appropriately acknowledge intersecting streets.


	Keep section as written.

	(c) Obey commands

(d) Cross streets or alleys straight to the other side.

(f)  Stop for approaching vehicles.
	Street Crossing
· The dog must locate pedestrian traffic light controls, where available.
· Streets must be crossed, on command, in a straight line unless there is danger for the handler, in which case the dog must wait. 
· In the event that approaching traffic becomes a danger or where there is an obstacle on the opposite side of the street, the dog must act to ensure the safety of the handler. 

	Demonstrates traffic awareness to maintain a safe distance/buffer from potentially threatening vehicles.


	Add:

In the event that approaching traffic becomes a danger or where there is an obstacle on the opposite side of the street, the dog must act to ensure the safety of the handler.

Amend (f) to read: Streets must be crossed, on command, in a straight line unless there is a danger for the handler, in which case the dog must wait.

	       (d) Cross streets or alleys straight to the other side.  

	Traffic Training 
· The guide dog handler must assume responsibility for his/her own safety prior to and while crossing roads. 
· The dog must be capable of responding appropriately to traffic when guiding the handler across roads. 
· The dog must be able to demonstrate that it can judge speed and distance by reacting to oncoming vehicles, at varying distances, appropriate to their speed. 

	Maintains a reasonable line of travel until directed by the handler to change direction.
	Add:

The guide dog handler must assume responsibility for his/her own safety prior to and while crossing roads.

The dog must be capable of responding appropriately to traffic when guiding the handler across roads.

The dog must be able to demonstrate that it can judge speed and distance by reacting to oncoming vehicles, at varying distances, appropriate to their speed.

	(g) Pass other dogs, cats, or birds without undue distraction, and not be unduly distracted by noises.
	Distractions
· It is quite normal for a dog to be distracted by certain stimulants such as other animals or food; however it must readily return concentration to its working task when directed. 


	No equivalent section.
	Amend section (g) to read:

Refocus when directed on its working task when distracted by certain stimulants such as persons, animals or food.

	No equivalent section.
	Public Places
· The dog must be well behaved in all locations both on and off duty. 
· The dog must remain close to his/her handler and stay where directed when at rest. 

	Behaves properly in public places (quiet, unobtrusive to others, etc.)
	Add:

Behave appropriately in all locations both in and out of harness.

	(h)  Guide a person to a bus or streetcar and ride with the person.
	Public Transport
· The dog must show no distrust or concern at the approach of public transport. 
· On command the dog must find the entrance of the vehicle, board in a calm manner, indicate an empty seat, if appropriate and remain where directed without hindrance to other passengers. 
· When getting off, the dog must find the way out, wait at the first step, and then precede his/her handler (as appropriate), when directed, at a speed appropriate to the handler’s needs and the environment. 

	No equivalent section.
	Amend (h) to read:

Guide a person to negotiate public transportation and ride with the person.

	No equivalent section.
	Rural Walking Ability
· The dog must be capable of working in a situation, where there are no defined footpaths, by the edge of a road. 
· Dogs trained to work regularly in such areas must be capable of consistently maintaining distance, close to the verge, whilst working on the left or right side of the road. 

	No equivalent section.
	Add:

Work in areas where there are no sidewalks.

	(c)  Obey commands.
	Doors
· These must be found on command. 


	No equivalent section.
	Add:

Find doors on command.

	(b)  Stop at curbs, doors, stairs, sharp descents or rises, or other obstacles.
	Stairs
· These must be found on command, the first step indicated and whether up or down. 
· The dog must walk the stairs at a speed appropriate to the handler’s needs. 

	Effectively works in buildings, negotiating some combination of stairs, ramps, elevators, and escalators, as needed.
	No recommendation.

	No equivalent section.
	Elevators
* On entering a lift/elevator the dog must go to either of the far corners of the lift/elevator, turn around, sit or stand and wait calmly for a command to exit. 

	Effectively works in buildings, negotiating some combination of stairs, ramps, elevators, and escalators, as needed.
	No recommendation.

	No equivalent section.
	Escalators/Travelators
· Escalators and travelators (due to inherent risk) should be avoided if at all possible. However, in circumstances where this is not feasible the guide dog must have received appropriate training and be determined competent prior to guiding the handler onto escalators or travelators. 

	Effectively works in buildings, negotiating some combination of stairs, ramps, elevators, and escalators, as needed.
	No recommendation.

	No equivalent section.
	Off-Duty
· The harness must be completely removed whenever the dog is not working. 
· When free of leash or harness, the dog must still be responsive to control. 

	Displays suitable house manners; free of destructive habits, excessive barking and indiscriminate relieving.

Demonstrates a reliable off leash recall.

Is easily handled by a client for general care and management (e.g. grooming, teeth cleaning, medicating ears, eyes and pilling)

Demonstrates the ability to behave properly when left alone (management options include crates, tethers, kennel runs, etc.) for a reasonable period of time (2 to 4 hours).

	No recommendation.

	No equivalent section.
	Walking on leash (in a non-working situation)
· The dog must walk in a controlled manner on a loose leash by the handler’s side. 
The dog must wear an identification collar at all times, on or off duty. 
	When appropriate, demonstrates the ability to relieve on leash.




	No recommendation.



