1.1 Inform/promote the value of a license.

· Prepare a statement promoting the value of CA licensed guide dog instruction and an overview of the Guide Dog Act, for voluntary use during student training curriculum.

The State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind (Board) was established in 1948 to protect guide dog consumers by licensing and regulating guide dog instructors and guide dog schools in California.  The Board sets minimum training standards for the guide dog and the instructor, and holds each school accountable by annual inspections.  
·
Instructors are required to have three years of experience before taking a written and practical exam.  All applicants for licensure as instructors are also required to have a Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigations criminal background check.  

·
Guide Dog Schools are annually inspected by the Board to ensure they meet State standards, including that students and dogs receive the required number of instruction hours and that the dogs are competent guides. 

Guide dog users benefit from the mandatory prerequisites for licensure, mandatory continuing education requirements, and the annual inspections of the schools.  
No other state in the union is providing the same protections as California because this is the only state that requires licensure.  State training standards and mandatory reporting requirements for guide dog schools add a significant measure of protection for consumers.   Furthermore, the Board is held accountable by the California State Legislature through the Sunset Review, a process by which boards and commissions in the state are reviewed for their effectiveness in meeting the goal of consumer protection.  For more information on the Board, call (866) 512-9103 or visit its website at www.guidedogboard.ca.gov  

